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Students who 

graduated from high 

school and entered the 

workforce and earn an 

average salary of 

$9,161 annually, far 

below the poverty line.
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Ready Graduate: beginning with class 2018 

Á> 21 ACT see PreACTresults

Á(4) EPSOs see dual enrollment

Á(2) EPSOs + Industrial Certification CTE Pathway

Á(2) EPSOs + ASVAB score 31 (junior year)
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What are Early Postsecondary Opportunities EPSOs?

ÁPostsecondary credit while still in high school 
ÁDual Enrollment 

ÁVolunteer State Community College
ÁTN College of Applied Technology
ÁBeginning in Junior year
Á(2 free dual enrollments, possibly 4) 
ÁTransferrable to any TN Board of Regent Institution 
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Why is early postsecondary important my student? 

ÁDevelop confidence and skills to be successful in education beyond high school
ÁDecrease time and costs of completing a postsecondary certificate or degree
ÁHelp make better informed career decisions while still in high school
ÁStudents who complete postsecondary opportunities enroll in college at a much higher 

rate
ÁStudents are more likely persist through and complete postsecondary course work
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Why is early postsecondary attainment important for Tennessee? 

ÁPostsecondary ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ
ÁEducated workforce contributes to higher wages and a faster growing economy 
ÁTN Drive 55 ς55% of Tennesseans will have a postsecondary degree/certification by 2025
ÁLƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŀƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ϷфΦоо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ 



9

What is an Industrial Certification? 

ÁCareer-aligned learning pathway that culminates in the 
achievement of a nationally recognized industry certification.

ÁCareer Technical Education (CTE) Pathways
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Industrial Certification Opportunities: 

ÁMechatronics = Siemens Level 1 Mechatronic System Assistant 
ÁNursing Services 
ÁCertified Nursing Assistant (CNA)
ÁCertified EKG Technician

ÁOffice Management = Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS), Word and PowerPoint
ÁAgriculture Engineering & Applied Technology
ÁOSHA10
ÁPrecision Measurement Instruments Certification 
ÁBriggs & Stratton Small Engine Certification 
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Industrial Certification Opportunities: 
ÁWelding 
ÁAutomotive Technology
ÁMachine Tool Technology
ÁComputer Information Technology
ÁIndustrial Maintenance
ÁAdministrative Office Technology 


